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first signs of the working of these causes are to be found in
the default of any attempt to recover Normandy after its
forfeiture and loss. The English barons were either averse to
such an attempt, as involving foreign service, a fact which
shows that their own slake in the duchy was but small ; or
Incredulous of John's intention to make the effort, as they
might justly be, when he was so ready to commute their
service for money; or they saw no hope of success under a
sovereign whose ability they underrated, whilst they estimated
his sincerity at its true value. Jt would appear that the
families which still had possessions on both sides the Channel
either divided their estates, or, balancing their conflicting
interests as well as they could, chose to forfeit a part rather
than to fight for John.

Tn the ecclesiastical dispute's, which are the next feature
of the reign, John had to contend with the greatest of all
the successors of S. Peter, and with a spirit in the national
Church which was unquestionably maintained by the know-
ledge of the great power and success of the Pope in other parts
of Christendom. The barons refrained from taking advantage
of these peculiar difficulties, nor did their overt opposition to
the king begin until his relations with the papacy had changed.
As soon as I ho papal authority begins to back the royal
tyranny, the barons determine to resist ; and the Church
having recovered, in Archbishop Langton, its natural loader,
resumes its ordinary attitude as the, supporter of freedom.

The country saw that the submission of John to Innocent
placed its liberty, temporally and spiritually, at his mercy ; and
immediately demanded safeguards. These demands were
drawn up on the ancient plan of a request for the restoration
of good customs, and on the model of the charter of Henry I.
The crisis, delayed by John's expedition to France in 1214,
and by his attempts to dissolve the alliance made against him
on his return, occurred early in the following year. Friends
and enemies contributed their counsel and consent to the